
The Glasgow Declaration on Libraries, Information Services and Intellectual 
Freedom 

Meeting in Glasgow on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of its formation, the 
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) declares 
that:
IFLA proclaims the fundamental right of human beings both to access and to express 
information without restriction.  
IFLA and its worldwide membership support, defend and promote intellectual freedom 
as expressed in the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This 
intellectual freedom encompasses the wealth of human knowledge, opinion, creative 
thought and intellectual activity.  
IFLA asserts that a commitment to intellectual freedom is a core responsibility of the 
library and information profession worldwide, expressed through codes of ethics and 
demonstrated through practice. 
IFLA affirms that:  

• Libraries and information services provide access to information, ideas and 
works of imagination in any medium and regardless of frontiers. They serve as 
gateways to knowledge, thought and culture, offering essential support for 
independent decision-making, cultural development, research and lifelong 
learning by both individuals and groups.  

• Libraries and information services contribute to the development and 
maintenance of intellectual freedom and help to safeguard democratic values 
and universal civil rights. Consequently, they are committed to offering their 
clients access to relevant resources and services without restriction and to 
opposing any form of censorship.  

• Libraries and information services shall acquire, preserve and make available 
the widest variety of materials, reflecting the plurality and diversity of society. 
The selection and availability of library materials and services shall be governed 
by professional considerations and not by political, moral and religious views.  

• Libraries and information services shall make materials, facilities and services 
equally accessible to all users. There shall be no discrimination for any reason 
including race, national or ethnic origin, gender or sexual preference, age, 
disability, religion, or political beliefs.  

• Libraries and information services shall protect each user's right to privacy and 
confidentiality with respect to information sought or received and resources 
consulted, borrowed, acquired or transmitted.  

IFLA therefore calls upon libraries and information services and their staff to uphold 
and promote the principles of intellectual freedom and to provide uninhibited access to 
information. 
This Declaration was prepared by IFLA/FAIFE. 
Approved by the Governing Board of IFLA 27 March 2002, The Hague, Netherlands.
Proclaimed by the Council of IFLA 19 August 2002, Glasgow, Scotland. 
 
 
(http://www.ifla.org/faife/policy/iflastat/gldeclar-e.html) 
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